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T
aiwan’s complex history and its current political situation are im-
portant for American students to understand.2 By studying in Tai-
wan, students can gain insights into Taiwan’s relationship with the 

People’s Republic of China (PRC), its struggle for international recogni-
tion, and its democratic development. In this essay, I describe a faculty-led 
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Mao Zedong led to their retreat to Taiwan, where they established the 
ROC government. Meanwhile, the Communist Party formed the PRC 
on the mainland. This unresolved conflict between the KMT and Chi-
nese Communist Party (CCP) still troubles the current status of Taiwan 
and its efforts toward territorial independence.7

Today the continued unresolved tensions between Taiwan and the 
PRC have created a situation where two governments claim to be the 
legitimate authority representing Taiwan. In recent years Taiwan’s inter-
national recognition, with only thirteen nations recognizing it as a sov-
ereign nation as of July 2023, has dwindled rapidly.8 Nine countries have 
switched allegiance to the PRC since Tsai Ing-wen became president in 
2016  (President Tsai’s second and final term ends in 2024), and Beijing 
continues its efforts to diplomatically isolate Taiwan. Taiwan now has 

just thirteen formal diplomatic allies—Belize, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Paraguay, Saint Kitts and 
Nevis, Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent and the 
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history of Taiwan’s LGBTQ+ movement and the display of political 
posters and rallies for the New Power Party advocating for Taiwanese 
independence. A program design asking students to take control of part 
of the curriculum allowed for a deeper engagement with the city, its 
people, and its stories, fostering a sense of ownership and connection 
to the learning process. Ultimately, this approach highlights the im-
portance of pedagogical innovation and experiential learning in study 
abroad programs, providing students with the tools to critically analyze 
and understand complex historical and political narratives. u
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